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Aananatu Farmer,”? It was a bold
S8 un e aceount by purchasing ::.__.,__._:_:.__. for the town was i its ine
..5.::.:_...__..._ Standard.”” 1L wiy not af . o0 Lut the paper got a hold upon
Rood investment, but he put in a few PR e :*::n_ ‘e Mausw it
Years of hard work, and he Jearned line, and lifted the town into promin-
some useful lessony in the school of ence.  In social matters. Mr Nation way
Cxperiencee. He next determaned oo oo He drilled the ehildren for en-

cxplore the Manawatu country, ang tertainments, and his youthful enter-

shouldered a heavy burden when he
and his son started the ‘“‘Muanawalu

H.._:.::._.m.: at  Shannon. This papor
did good work among the settlers, but
ag Levin was a Governmeont township
und growing steadily, Nution and bdon
shifted their printing plant and pub-
lish the paper in this town., After «
good spell they sold out and the ‘“Le-
vin Chroniele’’ hecume the lineal des-
cendant of the Manawatu “‘Farmer.”’
MR NATION'S SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
It would be a long story to tell how
the Fates undoided Mr Nation'’s work
vear hy year. The printing press was
only part of his mission, for his life
beyond this was strenuous, varied and
uscful. Ile was possecssed of a fine
constitution and houndless energy. Ho
did not know whut it was to he tired.
His wias a Life of serviee to his fellow-
men, and he was a loving friend to all
He seemed to bhe happiest when among
a group of children, He loved a quiet
life, and mueh of his time was taken
up i correspondence on the subject
of Spiritunalism, for his adviee wae
| sought after in sil dircetions.
On his arrival in Nelson in 1857, in
cempany with Mr Isaae Hill and Mr
| Ben Crisp, old identities, 8 Band of
HHope was stated for the young pco-
| nle; he was an ardent temperance laa
among the Bands of Hope in Sydney.
Ile joined the Nelson Rifle Volunteers,
end the company was kept on the qui
vive for months ready to go to Tara-
naki to take part in the Maori War i
1861. In 1864 he married, as he said,
"“the best girl he could find,”” in Nel-
son and went to Christchurch, where
_ he spent twelve years. In 1876 he, with
his voung npg_:w acttled in sn:._u_«.
ton, :_,:m when in 1881 he went to Qﬂmv?
town North he devoted much of his
fime and cnergy to brightening the
H___M.ﬂxuwh. children. :a,_.car over a Mu-
. Amprovement Society, drilled them
N singing, acting in tableaux, fareey,
cle., and travellrd with them to give
cntertainments at Featherston, Martin-
:.E,.c:n:. Carterton, and Masterton, be.
sdes ﬁ.__:__c given in Greytown. .m.o_.
some time he and his young daughters
went to the Maori Pa at Papawai, ac-
companied _.G.. AN organette, ard .ra_.o
cvery Sunday morning the Maori child-
Lttt Febered i ork
girle play Nn Mc!.. s o Nation 's
. Yy 8nd sing, and to listenm to
For two yoars he undertook

N¢ superintendency of the Anatl
“unday School in Greytown. glican

FOUNDER OF ARBOR DAY

In ;u.— he conceived the Ea.- of
.mﬁu_.m_.,_.__.:m.b;oq_cpu‘ in New Zea-
,H_,___._,_a_..H heginning at Groytown. The idea
. ﬁ: On and Mr Nation was askod
A ‘¢ Borough Couneil to undertake a
‘tting start for the movement, ﬂmnr
°% Usual push he went to work -ﬂ
rganised concerts, drilled ..ro. r:..._n
en for .,nﬂn_.:mnﬂnu-b. and hig : .
"TRIAD & series of dances and a

ally, all the proceeds goi ey
. going ¢

”“eazha- connected (.ﬁrﬂo‘ﬂqw_ﬂ..wiwr.”
g rbor Day, and the first in th
minion. A . o

publie holida was ob.
ren were l-...nrﬂm in v-.”.

0k Part, scttlers
'd also the Maoria,

fuccess.
‘nkod by the Boro

! ¢enterprise. The Depe_luseil for

Department of
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tnincea gaveo novornl erowded perform-
ances at the school house. When
South Afriecan war broke out his son

I'erey, with other Shannon young men,
at

went to the front, The lad fell

Bothasberg and owing to his _:___.‘___E.._._.w
and his breezy letters from Africa the

renidents cerected a4 monument _..c his
memory near the Shannon ratlway
gtation. - Mr Nation raiscd funds for

Arhor Day tree-planting in Shannon,
and there is a photo in existence in
which 200 children are seen assembled
in front of the Club Hotel, when the
planting took placr.

IN LEVIN.

But although Mr Nation kept nn
agent at Levin to wateh and report op
the doing of the town, ity progress led
Mr Nation and his son to shift his
printing piant and publish hiy paper
here. At Shannon Mr Nation was ap-
pointed Registrar of Births, Marriages
and Deaths, a post he held for 16
years. He was also made a J.J°. At
[,vina he beeame Coroner for the dis-
trict, & post ha held for 17 ycars. !lvo
looked upon the Horowhenua Lake os a
valuable asset to the town and to tes®
it as a rowing course he succeeded ip
getting five rowing erews from Wanga-
nui, West Coast, Petone, and two from
Wellington, to come and test its suit-
ability. But the furies of the air were
lct loose on the testing day and the
Lake did not invite any farther test
for light racing boats. When Mr Na-
tion was chairman of the school com-
milice the ehidrea were taken onse
youar to the shore of the Liake for their
annual _..mnzmn. On one oceaxion haf
a dozen Maori women {.ed up the gate
to Zhv., aground wiih tax and withstood
entrance. A heated argument oceur
red hetween Mr Nation and his dusk y
obLstructionists, but all ended peace-
ably. By means of a concert an av:-
nue of trees was planted by Mr Na.
tion’s cfforts im Cambridge Strect be-
twaeen the Aunglican and Methodist
Churches, which was known as ‘‘Me-
morial Avenuc,’’ in memory, of the
boys who fell in the South Africaa

| years Mr Nation’s chie*
Activity has been the advancement of
the cause of Spiritualism. Startling
phenomena occurring in his home a!
reytown among his children led him
to enter upon the study of pavchie
mattery, and eventually to _Em.:n_.q
champion the caus¢ on the platfor:a
in all the chief centres of the Domin.
ion, by correspondenee in the publi»
press, and by the publication of
monthly paper. For twenty-cight vears
he l.a“.:.- to the front in his advocaey
of Spiritualism and for cleven years
was President of the National Associ-
-:%: of Spiritualists.

he late Mr Nation was pre-dececas.
ed-by his wife seversl years ago. One
South African War, and

the other (Mr O C. Nation) di
» 0. ed
contly at Racetihi, whera _..w, had “..”

tablished o newspaper and: printin
business. Two A_a:nﬁ_zu n___..:_ 1;-__!.“
.ﬂliw prior to their father, the surviv-
g members of the family being four
daughters~—Mrs A. E Plimmer

AD
nl._.u | Darrett, of Levia; Mrs E. O_%
¢ld, of Makino; and Mrs J. Devine. »f
Mamakn,  i1n leaves pleg two -amn.ﬁqu
~—Mrs R Packer, of Christeharey, wnd

E. It ay Bol's —~an

. ._ L QI pe— \m ﬂ_’... —J—._____-___.y

“H.- G!M._J..Z Fdward snd Fred z::::._

.:_..:HI_:N;P Thevy wi'l have :._,._
CTCSL sympathy o, their frionde

their vo_ibqnhanuu.‘ : otk
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Greytown’s claim to Arbor Day

1970
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THE DOMINION, SATURDAY
AUGUST 8
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It is to be hoped that a man

with such a ]

Mr Oldfield has been invited
Day will be

treces on the filled-in rubbish
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150 various pine trees |

' has made 400 trees availabl
' to local residents in the

months.

|

o Greytown as 3
the beautifying

e ——

voled a
Mr Nation
the

thanks of
guineas.
Mr Nation was eventually
recognised by Queen Victoria
' for his efforts and a tree was

the
(planted in her honour.

scheme was
Sir George Grey also showed

an interest. In a private letter

But two years earlier Mr to Mr Nation he inquired how

The

great success and
o have Agriculture.
Greylown the expenses were being met.

Alexander
{0 suggest He donated five

could be planted on

roadsides 1o make the district

more allractive.

1892

Arbor Day recognised as an'

official day.

the

Council

in

80th BIRTHDAY OF PLANTING

Mr Bathgate came into pro- received
minence when he approached council and the Department of

writer and lawver,

Bathgale.
Parliamen!

Nahon wrote
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Heart warming
Grevtown's Memorial Pa

i1s morning will be Mrs C. W.
southern ap- Wairarapa's most tree studded

Maxton who watched her

Another interested spectator
It will be a moment which

‘park and camping ground. is
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